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Despite formidable obstacles to completing the necessary preparations, Haitian municipal and
parliamentary elections will take place as scheduled on June 25, with a runoff set for July 23.
President Jean Bertrand Aristide's prestige as well as his ability to push forward his political
platform rest on his government's success in carrying out elections with relative calm and minus
any evidence of fraud. In April, the election date was moved from the original June 4 date to June 25
because of difficulties in finishing all the preparations. The postponement raised concerns about the
Aristide administration's commitment to holding elections.
Opposition parties also criticized the entire electoral process, charging that it was stacked in favor
of pro-Aristide candidates (see NotiSur, 04/28/95). Nevertheless, Anselme Remy, president of the
electoral commission, confirmed on May 25 that everything was in place and the elections would be
held as scheduled. The entire 83- seat Chamber of Deputies and two-thirds of the 27-seat Senate,
along with hundreds of local officials, will be elected by more than 3 million registered voters. Remy
assured the public that the elections will be "clean and credible." The electoral council published
the final list of candidates on May 17. The list includes 133 candidates for the Senate, 655 candidates
for the Chamber of Deputies, and 663 slates (each comprising 3 persons) for municipal elections.
More than 1,500 potential candidates were ruled ineligible for reasons that included lack of
proper documentation, lack of affiliation with a recognized political party, or prior affiliation
with the Duvalier dictatorship. The Haitian Constitution prohibits persons who were close to the
Duvalier dictatorship from running for office before 1997. Some disqualified candidates threatened
to sabotage the election process. According to a report from Port-au-Prince, members of the
neo-Duvalierist PAKAPALA party, headed by former Tonton Macoute leader Franck Romain,
have been most vocal about subverting the process, raising fear that such groups could provoke
violence during the elections. Despite charges that the process is unfair, on May 24 US Embassy
spokesperson Stanley Schrager said the Embassy has "total confidence" in the electoral commission
and its process for evaluating candidates.
The international community has pledged assistance in carrying out Haiti's first elections since
Aristide was returned to office through a US-led invasion in October 1994. The European Union
has committed US$1.23 million to the electoral process. In addition, the Organization of American
States (OAS) has set up an observer mission to advise the electoral commission, and more than 400
observers will oversee the elections. The OAS mission will then remain in Haiti as preparations
for presidential elections begin later this year. Despite public enthusiasm for the elections, few
candidates are campaigning. Most observers attribute this to a lack of campaign funds in the
desperately poor country, and persistent fears of election-related violence. Helping to maintain
order during the elections will be the first class of 408 newly graduated civilian police, who were
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sworn in at a ceremony on June 4, with Aristide, US Secretary of State Warren Christopher, and
former Costa Rican president and Nobel prize winner Oscar Arias in attendance.
As an eventual 6,000 civilian police graduate and take over from the interim force and UN security
forces, they will be the only security force in the country. Since independence in 1804, the Haitian
army has been in charge of maintaining order, but since Aristide returned, he has basically
eliminated the army. The new legislature will have to consider whether to abolish the army
officially, as Aristide proposes. The military and the paramilitary who were aligned with them
are accused of responsibility for an estimated 4,000 deaths following the ouster of Aristide by the
military in 1991. During the police graduation ceremony, Aristide referred to "the army that no
longer exists," and "the 7,000 rusted guns that no longer have any use." He promised that "the
ballot will become an arm of peace" and "will allow us to sing a funeral hymn at the legal end to the
army."
Aristide has recently taken pains to assure the international community that he intends to leave
office at the end of his term. He is scheduled to turn over the presidency on Feb. 7, 1996, following
presidential elections at the end of this year. According to the Constitution, a president is elected for
one 5-year term and cannot be re-elected to a consecutive term. However, since Aristide's return,
rumors have persisted that he would postpone presidential elections. Supporters have urged him
to stay in office for three more years, citing the three years he spent in exile. In May, Aristide told
visiting US senators Arlan Specter (R-PE) and Mike DeWine (R- OH) that he had no intention of
delaying the turnover. "The president said very eloquently that the Constitution is more powerful
and more important than the desires of his friends, and that he will observe the law," said DeWine.
(Sources: Notimex, 05/25/95; Reuter, 05/29/95; Agence France- Presse, 05/17/95, 05/25/95, 05/29/95,
06/01/95, 06/04/95, 06/05/95; Associated Press, 06/05/95; Inter Press Service, 06/07/95; New York
Times, 06/12/95)
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